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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-11, 13-22, and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pivowar et al. ("Pivowar", US 6,457,062) in view of Pivowar et al. 
("Pivowar'236", 6,466,236). 

As per claim 1, Pivowar teaches a device for managing a combination of family-related 
matters and work-related matters, the device comprising: 
a processor (col.l, lines 35-39); 

a calendaring program running on the processor (col.l, lines 35-39); and 
an input/output stage operably coupled to the processor (col.4, lines 50-63) and adapted 
to communicate with a remote device to update the calendars (col.5, lines 41-47). 

However, Pivowar does not explicitly disclose the calendaring program adapted to 
provide at least one calendar corresponding to family-related matters and at least one calendar 
corresponding to work-related matters. Pivowar'236 discloses a calendaring program adapted to 
provide at least one family-related calendar and at least one work-related calendar (col. 6, lines 
12-17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the various types of calendars available in Pivowar' 23 6 with the device of Pivowar in 
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order for an individual to be able to organize their time according to the various lifestyles they 
pursue. 

As per claim 2, Pivowar teaches the device comprising at least one of a personal 
computer, a laptop computer, a handheld computer, a cellular telephone, a personal digital 
assistant, and a pager (coL4, lines 10-11). 

As per claim 4, Pivowar teaches the device wherein the input/output stage comprises at 
least one of an infrared link, a cellular link, a hard-wired link, an intranet link, and an Internet 
link (col.4, lines 55-60). 

As per claim 5, Pivowar teaches the device wherein the remote device comprises a host 
computer (col.4, lines 33-36). 

As per claim 6, Pivowar teaches the device wherein the host computer comprises a public 
host computer (col.4, lines 56-57). 

As per claim 7, Pivowar teaches the device wherein the host computer comprises a 
private host computer (col.4, lines 56-57). 

As per claim 8, Pivowar teaches the device wherein the remote device comprises at least 
one of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a handheld computer, a cellular telephone, a 
personal digital assistant, and a pager (col.4, lines 35-36). 

As per claim 9, Pivowar teaches the device wherein the host computer comprises a 
barrier to separate the work-related matters from the family-related matters (col. 2, lines 49-54). 

As per claim 10, Pivowar' 23 6 teaches the device wherein the at least one calendar 
corresponding to family-related matters comprises at least one of a daily family-related calendar, 
a weekly family-related calendar, and a monthly family-related calendar (Fig.3B). 
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As per claim 11, Pivowar'236 teaches the device wherein the at least one calendar 
corresponding to work-related matters comprises at least one of a daily work-related calendar, a 
weekly work-related calendar, and a monthly work-related calendar (Fig.3B). 

As per independent claim 13, Pivowar teaches a system for managing a combination of 
family-related matters and work-related matters, the system comprising: 

a first device designated as a hub (col.4, lines 50-51); 

a plurality of second devices (col.4, lines 50-51); 

a host computer adapted to communicate with the first device and with the plurality of 
second devices (col.4, lines 50-51); and 

a calendaring program running on at least the first device (col.2, lines 15-28), the 
calendaring program adapted to update the calendars in response to communication between the 
first device and the host computer (col.5, lines 41-47). 

However, Pivowar does not explicitly disclose the calendaring program adapted to 
provide at least one calendar corresponding to family-related matters and at least one calendar 
corresponding to work-related matters. Pivowar'236 discloses a calendaring program adapted to 
provide at least one family-related calendar and at least one work-related calendar (col.6, lines 
12-17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the various types of calendars available in Pivowar c 236 with the device of Pivowar in 
order for an individual to be able to organize their time according to the various lifestyles they 
pursue. 
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As per claim 14, Pivowar teaches the system wherein the first device comprises at least 
one of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a handheld computer, a cellular telephone, a 
personal digital assistant, and a pager (coL4, lines 10-14). 

As per claim 15, Pivowar teaches the system wherein each of the plurality of second 
devices comprises at least one of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a handheld computer, 
a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant, and a pager (col.4, lines 10-14). 

Claims 16-17 are similar in scope to claims 6-7 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

As per claim 18, Pivowar teaches the system wherein the host computer communicates 
both the family-related matters and the work-related matters to the first device, and wherein the 
host computer communicates only one of the family-related matters or the work-related matters 
to each of the plurality of second devices (col.2, lines 49-54). 

As per claim 19, Pivowar teaches the system comprising at least one of an infrared link, a 
cellular link, a hard-wired link, an intranet link, and an Internet link between the host computer 
and the first device and between the host computer and each of the second devices (col.4, lines 
55-60). 

Claim 20 is similar in scope to claim 9, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
Claims 21 and 29 are similar in scope to claim 10, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claims 22 and 30 are similar in scope to claim 1 1, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 
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As per independent claim 25, Pivowar teaches a system for managing a combination of 
family-related matters and work-related matters, the system comprising: 
a family/work device (Fig.3, APDA/BPDA 102); 
a plurality of work devices (Fig.3, BPDA 102); 

a private host computer communicatively coupled to the family/work device and to the 
plurality of work devices, the private host computer maintaining work-related matters (Fig.3, 
SERVER 104; col.4, lines 56-57); 

a plurality of family devices (Fig.3, APDA 102); 

a public host computer communicatively coupled to the family/work device and to the 
plurality of family devices, the public host computer maintaining family-related matters (Fig, 3, 
SERVER 104; col.4, lines 56-57); and 

a calendaring program running on at least the family/work device (col.2, lines 15-28), the 
calendaring program adapted to update the calendars in response to communication between the 
family/work device and the host computers (col.5, lines 41-47). 

However, Pivowar does not explicitly disclose the calendaring program adapted to 
provide at least one calendar corresponding to family-related matters and at least one calendar 
corresponding to work-related matters. Pivowar'236 discloses a calendaring program adapted to 
provide at least one family-related calendar and at least one work-related calendar (col. 6, lines 
12-17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the various types of calendars available in Pivowar' 23 6 with the device of Pivowar in 
order for an individual to be able to organize their time according to the various lifestyles they 
pursue. 
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As per claim 26, Pivowar teaches the system wherein the family/work device comprises 
at least one of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a handheld computer, a cellular 
telephone, a personal digital assistant, and a pager (Fig.3, APDA/BPDA 102). 

As per claim 27, Pivowar teaches the system wherein each of the plurality of work 
devices and each of the plurality of family devices comprise at least one of a personal computer, 
a laptop computer, a handheld computer, a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant, and a 
pager (Fig.3, APDA 102 andBPDA 102). 

As per claim 28, Pivowar teaches the system comprising at least one of an infrared link, a 
cellular link, a hard-wired link, an intranet link, and an Internet link between the private host 
computer and the family/work device, between the private host computer and each of the work 
devices, between the public host computer and the family/work device, and between the public 
host computer and each of the family devices (Fig.3, 108). 

3. Claims 3, 12, 23-24, and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pivowar et al. ("Pivowar", US 6,457,062) and Pivowar et al. ("Pivowar'236", 6,466,236) 
and further in view of Jeff Carlson's Palm Organizers ("Carlson"). 

As per claim 3, the device of Pivowar and Pivowar'236 teaches the device wherein the 
calendaring program is adapted to provide the display of both calendars corresponding to the 
family-related matters and the work- related matters (Pivowar'236, Fig.9B). However, the 
device of Pivowar and Pivowar'236 fails to provide a calendar corresponding to a merger of the 
family and work related calendars. Carlson teaches a calendaring program on a palm pilot which 
allows for the merger of calendar items from different categories to merge into one category 
(page 152, Tips section). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention to include Carlson's teaching with the device of Pivowar and Pivowar'236 
in order to view and organize a list of calendar items simultaneously. 

As per claim 12, Pivowar'236 teaches the device wherein the at least one calendar 
corresponding to the merger of family-related matters and work-related matters comprises at 
least one of a daily merged calendar, a weekly merged calendar, and a monthly merged calendar 



Claims 23 and 31 are similar in scope to claim 3, and are therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claims 24 and 32 are similar in scope to claim 12, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 



be directed to Sajeda Muhebbullah whose telephone number is (703) 305-0720. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:00 am to 5:30 pm (EST). The examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (703) 308-0640. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as 

follows: 

(703) 746-7238 [After Final Communication] 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

(703) 746-9915 [For status inquiries, Draft Communication] 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



(Fig.3B). 



Communications 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should - 



Sajeda Muhebbullah 
Patent Examiner 
August 20, 2004 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



